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would substantially increase Australia’s
$2.8 billion budget deficit and lead to
soaring inflation again. “The choice is
between this government which has re-
stored sanity to government spending,
given the Australian people the greatest
tax reforms in our history, and the Labor
opposition which would unleash govern-
ment spending and immediately impose
higher taxes,” Fraser declared.

But Whitlamn, who had initially de-
scribed Fraser's decision to call elec-
tions twelve months before they were
due as “a rush to judgment,” was deter-
mined to press home the 'advantage
handed to him by the Lynch affair. “We
needed a miracle and we got it,” said one
Labor Party official. “With victory in our
reach, we're not going to take the pres-
sure off for a minute.”

—PETER WEBB with RONALD KAYE in Sydney

TAIWAN: :
The Chungli Incident

The polls had just closed after a local
election in the northern Taiwanese city
of Chungli, and in front of the police

. station commandos with electric-shock
“cattle prods” squared off against a hos-
tile crowd of 10,000. Suddenly, a rock

. shattered a plate-glass window, and the
mob began to surge through the streets,
smashing other windows, overtuming
cars and setting several vehicles on fire.
Then, the police made their move—biut
instead of taking on the demonstrators,
they quietly slipped out through the
back exit and left the police station to
the mob. Before they were through, the
demonstrators had ransacked the sta-
tion, set more fires and commandeered a
fire engine for a noisy ride through the
streets, i

It was Taiwan’s first major outbreak of
civilian violence in more than twenty
years, and the Chungli incident jolted
Prime Minister Chiang Ching-kuo’s au-
thoritarian government. Ostensibly, the
riot erupted when police refused to
arrest an election official accused of
tampering with the ballots. But there
were signs that the protestors had been
emboldened—and the regime inhibit-
ed—by American pressurt on Chiang
over human vights. In the élection itself,
independent candidates representing
the island’s heavy majority of native
Taiwanese took advantage of the gov-
emment’s relaxation to capture several
key posts once held by the ruling Kuo-
mintang. Campaigning on the unspoken
issue of Taiwanese nationalism, the in-
dependents won four of the twenty
races for mayor and county magistrate
and 21 of 77 seats in the provincial
assembly. Before the balloting, the
mainlander-dominated KMT had mo-
nopolized the mayoral-magisterial posts
and held all but eight assembly seats.

Best Seller: Among the independent

ers was Hsu Hsin-liang, a 37-year-

dfiiriier. Elected to the provincial

'in 1972 as a KMT member, Hsu

Newsweek, December 5, 1977

Newe-foeck

Pe. 5, 1977

angered his colleagues by writing a best

seller that portrayed them as aging, pow-
erless party hacks who were unrespon-
sive to the people, When the KMT retali-
ated by refusing to back his bid for the
post of Taoyuan County magistrate, Hsu
organized a sophisticated campaign at-
tacking KMT corruption. “I won't be
campaigning for a magistrate’s post but
instead for ‘a democratic movement,”
Hsu proclaimed. “If we can’t have de-
mocracy, then it’¢ revolution.”
Government officials point to the cau-
tious handling of the Chungli riots and
the election of independents as signs
that Taiwan is moving toward democra-
cy, but they dismiss the idea of legalizing
an opposition party. In light of the
Chungli violence, however, the KMT

may be forced to revise some of its atti- .
tudes. Some party officials are expected

to resign for misreading Chungli’s politi-
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martial law was declared in 1972, In
prison, the charismatic Aquino remained i
a symbol of political opposition—and a a
thomn in the side of the Marcos regime. #
Last week, in a move that caught the :
country by surprise, the Philippine mili-
tary commission sentenced the former H
head of the nation’s Liberal Party and two il
underground terrorist leaders to death on
charges of murder, subversion and illegal o
possession of arms. i

Guilty: Aquino’s lawyers had expécted 2
the Philippine Supreme Court to issue
an injunction blocking the commission’s
action. The prisoner had argued that he
was denied equal protection under the
law and that his rights as a civilian were
violated by his military trial. And when

the death sentence was read, he told the i
it
|
i

i il

i

i

i

r

If:

B

Aquino (right) and terrorist: A deal with Marcos? g
packed Manila courtroom: “If Marcos ] ‘

believes I am guilty, let him shoot me b

tomorrow.” f

cal climate. And as one young man said
after the riots: “The government used to
look down on us. They didn’t think we
could do anything, Well, we just did
something and we got away with it. We
aren’t afraid to talk or act anymore.”
—SUSAN DRAKE with MELINDA LIULin Taipei
TN

THE PHILIPPINES:
Aquino’s Fate

Once regarded asthe manmostlikelyto
succeed Ferdinand Marcos as President
of the Philippines, former Sen. Benigna
S. Aquino Jr. instead became the nation’s
most conspicuous political prisoner after

T 7 11300029315 &
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Few Filipinos believe the death sen-
tences will be carried out. Last week’s i
verdicts are subject to appeal to the Su- i
preme Court or to Marcos himself, and 16
there has been widespread speculation !
that Aquino may have worked out a deal
with the President. In addition, the curi- i
ously easy escape of two other leading o 1k
political prisoners recently (NEWSWEEK,
Oct. 17) has led many to believe that ﬁ

© Marcos may well be seeking a quiet way ri: i

out of his dissident dilemma. If the rec- ; I
ord is any indication, Aquino’s chances a1
of facing the firing squad are slim. Of the .
150 prisoners sentenced to death under
martial law, only one, a narcotics dealer, .
has actually been executed. i
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CHUNGLI, Taiwan, Nov. 20—Local
elections were marred last night in
this northern Taiwanese <city by
rioters who set fire to six police
cars and army trucks and burned
down a fire station. [t was
believed to have been the first
instance of mass violence in Taiwan

1n 20 years.

The 1incident, 1n which one person
was reported severely injured,
involved crowd of 10,000. Polkemen and soldiers tried
unsucessfully to disperse them with tear gas and were ordered
to withdraw to avoid further violence. The city quieted down

hours later.

Taiwan’s ruling. Kuomintang Party maintained its dominance 1in
localities where elections were held by winning 85 percent of
the council seats at stake. But independents captured 4 of the
20 mayoral and magistrates’ contests and scored dozens of

upset victories in lesser faces.

The rioting here was reportedly touch off by supporters of Hsu
Hsin-1ling, a 36year-old politician who had been ousted by the
Kuomintang. The crowds were aroused by charges of anti-Hsu ballot
tampering. Mr. Hsu, however, won a land slide victory in his

bid to become magistrate of Taoyuan, a county with a

211



population of nearly one million where many United States

companies, such as RCA and Ford, have plants.
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