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" The States Parties to the present Covenant, Considering that, in accordance
with the principles proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations,
recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights
of all members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and
peace in the world, Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent
dignity of the human person, Recognizing that, in accordance with the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal of free human beings enjoying
civil and political freedom and freedom from fear and want can only be achieved
1f conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and political
rights, as well as his economic, social and cultural rights

Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations
to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and
freedoms, Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals
and to the community to which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive
for the promotion and observance of the rights recognized in the present
Covenant, Agree upon the following articles:

A1l peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right
they freely determine their political status and freely pursue their
economic, social and cultural development

A1l peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth
and resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of
international economic co-operation, based upon the principle of mutual
benefit, and international law. In no case may a people be deprived of its
own means of subsistence.
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° The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having
responsibility for the administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust
Territories, shall promote the realization of the right of
self-determination, and shall respect that right, in conformity with the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist,
persons belonging to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in
community with the other members of their group, to enjoy their own culture,
to profess and practise their own religion, or to use their own language.

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,
and good faith in the fulfilment of the obligations assumed by States in
accordance with the Charter -
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* Recognizing the urgent need to respect and promote the inherent rights of
indigenous peoples which derive from their political, economic and social
structures and from their cultures, spiritual traditions, histories and

philosophies, especially their rights to their lands, territories and resources -

Pecognizing that respect for indigenous knowledge, cultures and traditional
practices contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proper
management of the environment -

Acknowledging that the Charter of the United Nations, the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 2 as well as the Vienna Declaration
and Programme of Action, affirm the fundamental importance of the right to
self-determination of all peoples, by virtue of which they freely determine
their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural
development ° Bearing in mind that nothing in this Declaration may be used
to deny any peoples their right to self-determination, exercised in
conformity with international law -

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and develop their political,
economic and social systems or institutions, to be secure in the enjoyment
of their own means of subsistence and development, and to engage freely in
all their traditional and other economic activities.
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Indigenous peoples deprived of their means of subsistence and development
are entitled to just and fair redress.

Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, territories and resources
which they have traditionally owned, occupied or otherwise used or acquired.
Indigenous peoples have the right to own, use, develop and control the lands,
territories and resources that they possess by reason of traditional
ownership or other traditional occupation or use, as well as those which they
have otherwise acquired.

States shall give legal recognition and protection to these lands,
territories and resources. Such recognition shall be conducted with due
respect to the customs, traditions and land tenure systems of the indigenous
peoples concerned.

" States shall establish and implement, in conjunction with indigenous peoples

concerned, a fair, independent, impartial, open and transparent process,
giving due recognition to indigenous peoples’ laws, traditions, customs and
land tenure systems, to recognize and adjudicate the rights of indigenous
peoples pertaining to their lands, territories and resources, including those
which were traditionally owned or otherwise occupied or used. Indigenous
peoples shall have the right to participate in this process.
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" Indigenous peoples have the right to promote, develop and maintain their
institutional structures and their distinctive customs, spirituality,
traditions, procedures, practices and, in the cases where they exist,
juridical systems or customs, in accordance with international human rights
standards.

Indigenous peoples have the right to access to and prompt decision through
just and fair procedures for the resolution of conflicts and disputes with
States or other parties, as well as to effective remedies for all
infringements of their individual and collective rights. Such a decision
shall give due consideration to the customs, traditions, rules and legal
systems of the indigenous peoples concerned and international human rights.
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