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1/3/50(TS), Box 18 #2P Formosa and Hainan Is.
Jan.-July. Re Myrad JM 123 AMA
Sun Li Jen informed me Gimo now knows about
Suns rptd plans for coup. He told Gimo this rpt
Comm. Inspired. Told Gimo if true would not be
telling any one. Ended interview stating these
people must be driven out. Gimo apparently
believes Sun story as much as he believes anyone.
Please advise.[In Top Secret, 1950 Formosa And
Hainan Islands (Jan-Jul), AU:3]] "'
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Formosa And Hainan Islands (Jan-Jul), Archives Unbound.)
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Telegram From the Acting Secretary of State to the
Embassy in the Republic of China®

Washington. August 27, 1955-3:42 p.m.

139. Your 158.% Department concerned at Sun Li-jen
difficulties and following developments closely. Your reporting
commended. Close coverage should be continued.

Your instructions local US representatives noted. In view
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somewhat moderated tone and content of charges as published,
unofficial personal reaction his friends among US personnel to
questions might be affirm faith that Sun not capable of
disloyalty to Free China rather than term charges incredible.'*

FYI Since US Government does not take official position
on such matters which are outside its competence, question of
US dropping or not dropping Sun would not seem to arise.**®

Ambassador Koo discussed case with Admiral Radford
August 20. Radford told Koo that he had greatest respect for
General Sun and did not doubt his loyalty. Suggested that
Commission of Inquiry not confine itself solely to Sun's
possible implication in Ping Tung incident, but also inquire
into underlying causes this incident and larger problem of
political influences in Chinese Armed Forces.™

Henderson

'Source: Department of State, Central Files, 793.551/8-2355 .
Secret. Drafted and approved. by McConaughy.'®

*Telegram 158 from Taipei, August 23, reads in part as follows:

"View release of statement on case Sun Li-jen, am
instructing all offices Embassy including Attaches that great
care should be exercised in commenting. As General Sun
widely identified with American viewpoint on military matters,
for US just to drop him unceremoniously and ignominiously at
this point would be considered by many as disloyalty on our
part. When questioned by Chinese friend, our reaction will be
that in past, General Sun has contributed substantially to the
success of our military aid programs and has cooperated
whole-heartedly with US in all field » hence we were surprised
at the charges, which seem almost incredible; but we are
reserving judgment pending outcome commission of inquiry.

“( Ibid. ) General Sun had served most recently as Chief of
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Staff to President Chiang. Telegram 151 from Taipei, August 3
“ as an admission of negligence in connection with case of
Communist agent Kuo Ting-liang” and that a Commission of
Inquiry had been established ( Ibid. 793.00/8-2055 )**

(2)44 & 91 2 p

Walter S. Robertson, Esquire,
Assistant Secretary of State, Department of State,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Robertson :

We have just prepared a review of developments in the
Sun Li-jen case, which will shortly go forward by mail. It is, |
believe, a balanced presentation of both sides. **’

There is one aspect of the situation which causes me some
concern, as regards the future. The removal of Sun Li-jen from
the political-power arena seems to me to signal the end of our
hopes to eliminate, or at least reduce the authority of, the
political officers in the Chinese armed forces. This has been a
point frequently emphasized by MAAG , and it is still a source
of complaint by our training officers, that the political officers
so often intervene in matters of operations as well as
personnel, and take action without consulting, or even
overriding, the military commander. Sun Li-jen was the symbol
of opposition to this system. The lesson of his being shunted
aside will not be lost, either on the political officers
themselves, or on those who might otherwise oppose their wide
authority.™®

Nor do | see the slightest indication of a disposition to
pay any attention whatever to Admiral Radford’s suggestion to

POy B AT IR RARFECS R AN 2 A LEBE G B
(%) T oA g M S A pu%{%\li’“(iﬁl)”}»mz‘i"?ﬁ"@?]”ii’?ii"\lfamﬁ’&gi
BiEd o I B A rﬂﬁ:i:}; e s R e A ‘;E/‘Jq’dﬁ%’i,?—’ ORI T S SN B S S SR 3.
L“\,peﬁpfﬁgwmiﬂ:}* FITRE > BT3B BARE g€ %% Mmoo AR A T
l}L
[ 34 & & : Foreign Relations of the United States, 1950, v.3, pp.69-70.]
137 =5 2 % @ Robertson i§ 4 »

APEE T - PR A RF RSN R R EFES o AL D *ﬂ%*lfﬁmfﬁ
R RE I fM r‘;»ffmr%%if;\ FIABL oIkt A ARRAEEE B g k]
V%%f‘fr’“%?ﬁdl /‘ﬁ‘ii“‘Eﬁ]ﬁl‘%ﬁﬁ’%’ﬁﬁﬁf‘ﬁﬂ‘wiﬁkﬁ;ﬁ‘loé—ii%ﬁﬁéﬂ#@]s@é%
HE B L R f%w#é’ Z z@’ﬁ%’?ﬁ~iﬁﬁ‘?l?ﬁ’ﬁiﬁ§rﬂ AEERCARE
AR p BT ﬁ}“#p%@ls Fodi2 AR FHEEHANEL ) ¢ ERRRFR AL
BV R FIAE ﬁ« BAEA 0 IMEGEE E Y R K e

SR L

L—:«

3 4 flﬂ‘—h
V— \'ﬂ
\a}]- =

=
=L ¢
K

e

203



Ambassador Koo: -- that the commission of inquiry expand its
investigation to cover the entire field of operations of political
officers in the Chinese Armed Forces.™
Regardless of why it was done, I think Sun’s removal
from the scene also silence the principal spokesman for
modern, democratic army; and marks the confirmation in
control of those who prefer Chinese ( as versus “foreign”)
ways. Unfortunately, these ways — of political maneuvering
and Dbattle-by-negotiation—are those which “lost” the
mainland.*®
| may be overly pessimistic — and perhaps wrong — but |
fear that the elimination of Sun Li-jen, being read by so many
Chinese in the above sense, means that our efforts to develop a
real fighting force here, are bound to have less success than we
had hoped. | fear they will confirm many Chinese Army
officers in their quiet obstruction to and sabotaging of MAAG
advice — already practiced to a degree causing considerable
complaint by our MAAG officers.| believe this is the principal
overall significance of the Sun Li-jen case, although there are
of course other aspects, some of them serious.**
Sincerely yours,
William P. Cochran, Jr.,
Charge d’Affaires, a.i.

(3)44 & 92 7 p

Walter P. McConaughy, Esquire,
Director, Office of Chinese Affairs,
Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs
Department of State,

Washington, D.C.

OFFICIAL — INFORMAL SECRET

American Embassy ,
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Taipei, Formosa,
September 7, 1955

Dear Walter:

We have just sent off to you our dispatch No.130, dated
September 1, 1955, giving a dispassionate review of
developments in the Sun Li-jen case to date. It is entirely
objective. It gives both sides, but take no side. It stands on no
principle. It does not require the Department to make any
decision. Especially not a difficult or painful decision. It is, |
repeat, utterly objective and, to my way of thinking, equally
meaningless, and dead. Is this what that great, monolithic
impersonal, known as “the Department” , wants? Is this what
American diplomacy is reduced to — being a neuter? '*

There are many occasions, in the kinetic field of
diplomacy, when the best thing to do is to do nothing. I do not
think this is (was) one of them. Aloofness on our part was
“negative intervention”, as we used to call it in ARA, I feel we
missed an opportunity to influence history favorably. | thought
| made my position clear in my early telegrams — but these do
not appear to have met with approval in the Department. Since
| was unwilling to intervene even orally, informally and
indirectly, without the Department’s sanction, and since I
received no guidance, | too did nothing.

I don’t know where you stand, in all of this, whether you
are fully informed of all developments, or even whether you
feel free to express your thoughts and opinions openly; but as
for the Sun case itself, on the basis of the evidence to date, I
have been forced to the reluctant conclusion that the whole
thing is a put-up job, to “frame” Sun, to drive him from public
life, and to deprive him of any all the known facts. There are
too many discrepancies, too many loose ends, in any other
explanation. (We may try to draw up a list of these
discrepancies.)'®
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This letter, then, is simply to make the foregoing two
comments, and to say that | am still not certain which way the
cat is going to jump; whether he will in fact be held not be
have been a Commission of Inquiry’s . not to have known
either that Kuo was one, or of the plot, and so saved but in
disgrace; or whether the two confessions reported by Dave
Schorr will be believed and he will be held guilty of everything
and we will be informed of the Commission of Inquiry's
findings and verdict by reading in the paper someday, of Sun’s
execution. The latter appears is not accepted, then doubt is
thrown upon all other confessions in the case, and there is no
case. However it goes, Sun’s life will not be worth a wooden
nickel when the Gimo dies — for he might then form a magnetic
pole around which opposition might gather, and will have to be
removed from the scene.'

| have conveyed my ovaluation of the significance of the
Sun Li-Jen case, for the future, in a letter to Mr. Robertson.

Since we have so far been willing to do nothing positive,
| guess we shall now have to live with the situation as it
develops in consequence of our negative attitude.*®

Sincerely yours,
William P. Cochran,Jr.

(4)44 & 11 * 2P

Walter P. McConaughy,
Department of State,
Washington.

PERSONAL November 2, 1955

Dear Walter:

The enclosed original letter reached me today. 1t is
unsigned - deliberately, | should imagine - but I know the
writer, who seems to wish me to protect his identity. '*°
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In the letter, "our friend" refers, of course, to Sun Li-jen;
and "C.P." to Chiang Ching-kuo.""’

Possibly the writer is over-pessimistic, but he is a skilled
observer and has many contacts denied to American officials in
Taipei.'®

It is ironical that the surest way to disgrace and oblivion
for a Chinese official today is to be known as a close friend of
Americans and as an advocate of' American ideals.'*

| could say more, but desist, as | know that the views of
"old China hands" (a term of contempt) are at a discount, In any
case, you know how strongly | feel about things in Taipei.**®

You may make copy of the enclosed letter if you wish, but

let it be “unattributed". And will you please return it to me?™*
Your sincerely
L. K.

Hong kong
October 28, 1955
Dear L.K.,

Haven't visited Hongkong for several months so no
opportunity to give you the news, most of which | presume you
have received from other sources. There are a few points of
which you may not be familiar. ***

First of all there was no plan or plot last May to set this
thing off. There was discontent of sizable proportions in the
forces in the South which was due to some over-zealous work
by the military political police. These people got all the
participating forces on the parade ground about 18 hours before
the review. Everyone - officers and men together — were
searched 3 times before the parade. This caused such a furor it
had to be blamed to the discovery of a non-existant Communist
plot. One thing led to another until it was decided this was an
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opportune time to work up a case against our friend. Several
hundred young  officers, mostly American trained
or .English-speaking, were picked up. A few weeks of
persuasion resulted in the desired confessions. Six guards were
placed in our friend’s home from late May or early June
onward. They are still there. My little friend, the V.P., teamed
up with his arch-enemy, the Crown P., and wrote up our friend's
resignation. It took the V.P. three long interviews and one
month to get our friend to sign this resignation, since he
objected to the wording, particularly the inference as to his
negligence to a Communist plot and his admission that he was
close to, or even personally acquainted with the young officer
Wholaégmitted Communist connections and his major role in the
plot.

| lost contact with our friend and can only assume that
they wore him down on the resignation. | have been told by one
of his closest aides that he has since been forced to sign two
letters; one thanking the Commission for a fair and impartial
hearing and another one to the old man requesting an
interview.™

This thing has taken hold of all groups of people over
there to an extent that | did not believe possible, including the
underlings and hatchet men in the opposite camp. Any hope of a
better day has disappeared. This has spread to the ruling clique
with those down the line turning their attention to the extraction
or extortion of enough funds or property to take care of
themselves during the bad times they see ahead. The military
pattern is obvious. Not so obvious but just as definite is the
take-over of civil posts and the character defamation
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accompanying the removal of the present civilian officials and
employees.™

In the eyes of the people the Americans have let down
their friends to an extent where it is dangerous to become
closely associated with Americans on a personal basis or, on an
official basis, to side with the American groups in any of the
little differences of opinion or controversies which arise from
time to time over military or economic policies. These
controversies will become more frequent and more intense as
time goes on. We have on our hands a first class mess which we
seem reluctant to face up to. We could have straightened out
some of the more obvious ills a few years ago much easier than
we could step in and do it now. By the same token we can get
our thoughts across at this late date with less stress and strain
than we will undergo a year or two hence. It appears we are
determined to spend these millions of dollars on, and for the
benefit of a small but vicious clique which is an alternative of
sorts to Communism or, judging from the pattern of operations
and key men involved; perhaps it is that sort of Communism
which does not owe allegiance to Moscow. It should be kept in
mind, however, that some of these Russian trained, Russian
speaking leaders were at one time in the employ of Moscow and
who knows when they may be offered an attractive proposition?
The C.P. himself, driven by his hatred of things American and
his fear that he could not attain the throne while the place is
under American backing, might make a deal for a
semi-autonomous state. Such fears sound far-fetched at this
point but they are now being voiced by the local people whose
opinions or welfare have not been considered overly much to
date. History will indicate the local people are long-suffering
but can become quite violent on occasion. With such fears plus
the increasing recruitment of their sons for the armed forces, a
bloody demonstration of the 1947 type and just as futile, could
be set off despite the strong precautions which are being taken
to prevent it.*®
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| Sincerely,
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