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( The Bangalore Principles of Judicial
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* 2 % TA judge, like any other citizen, is entitled to freedom of expression. |

* B2 % T--but in exercising such rights, a judge shall always conduct himself or
herself in such a manner as to preserve the dignity of the judicial office and the
impartiality and independence of the judiciary. |

PES S TR PN R RS P AR AT AP N REEERE T PR
Z B B< % "a judge may properly speak out about a matter that is politically
controversial, namely, when the matter directly affects the operation of the courts,
the independence of the judiciary |
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"'There are limited circumstances: |
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-

% T the registrar |

Bl N A

8
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-

MHowever, even on these matters, a judge should act with great restraint.

% TIf the media or interested members of the public criticize a decision,
judge should refrain from answering such criticism by writing to the press or

making incidental comments about such criticism when sitting on the bench. A judge
should speak only through his or her reasons for judgments in dealing with cases being

decided. It is generally inappropriate for a judge to defend judicial reasons
publicly.
" # B2 % :TInsome countries (in particular where court files are secret), a systenm

exists whereby a particular judge in each court is charged with informing the media

of the actual position relating to any |
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