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;32 BL- AR » % 31 ghfEf ® <~ ! The right of all persons charged with a
criminal offence to be informed promptly and in detail in a language which they
understand of the nature and cause of criminal charges brought against thenm,
enshrined in paragraph 3 (a), is the first of the minimum guarantees in criminal
proceedings of article 14. This guarantee applies to all cases of criminal charges,
including those of persons not in detention, but not to criminal investigations
preceding the laying of charges. Notice of the reasons for an arrest is separately
guaranteed in article 9, paragraph 2 of the Covenant. The right to be informed of
“promptly” requires that information be given as soon as the person
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concerned is formally charged with a criminal offence under domestic law, or the
individual is publicly named as such. The specific requirements of subparagraph
3 (a) may be met by stating the charge either orally ? if later confirmed in writing ?
or inwriting, provided that the information indicates both the law and the alleged
general facts on which the charge is based. In the case of trials in absentia,
article 14, paragraph 3 (a) requires that, notwithstanding the absence of the
accused, all due steps have been taken to inform accused persons of the charges
and to notify them of the proceedings.
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¥ 32 5 - Mg AL % 33 BiEf@2 w2 ¢ “Adequate facilities” must include
access to documents and other evidence; this access must include all materials
that the prosecution plans to offer in court against the accused or that are
exculpatory. Exculpatory material should be understood as including not only
material establishing innocence but also other evidence that could assist the
defence (e.g. indications that a confession was not voluntary). In cases of a claim
that evidence was obtained in violation of article 7 of the Covenant, information
about the circumstances in which such evidence was obtained must be made available
to allow an assessment of such a claim. If the accused does not speak the language
in which the proceedings are held, but is represented by counsel who is familiar
with the language, it may be sufficient that the relevant documents in the case
file are made available to counsel.
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