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https://www. fbi. gov/news/pressrel/press-releases/fbi-testimony-on-microscopic-hair
-analysis-contained-errors-in-at-least-90-percent-of-cases-in-ongoing-review ° FBI
Testimony on Microscopic Hair Analysis Contained Errors in at Least 90 Percent of Cases
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https://www.fbi.gov/news/pressrel/press-releases/fbi-testimony-on-microscopic-hair-analysis-contained-errors-in-at-least-90-percent-of-cases-in-ongoing-review

(1) 2R3 (DOJ)~m=naa s (FBI)~ 2
B2 % o E & 7 2 ¢ ( National
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers,
NACDL ) 4= & % 3 e %‘« ( Innocence
Project )z f2 %% & & z*- ;
iﬁ’rkawﬁé%%%ﬁikiﬁé
{6 »>v2015%4% 20p = F
20008 2w > Z A G AL R H L % ; 1‘:'_
%@Wﬁﬁiﬁ@uﬁ%ﬂ’« Hwbw L
AR > 3207 iEluaEil g sk
@%ﬁiﬁmﬁémo

(2) # MARRERAD 55 (FB) g4 |7
e E L R s T E T IR A B e
TR P o ppaukird, 000 - B2RA B A

(mﬂ)%zmMS&SHIL,a 5

RIS A R R DA RS RS AW
2681 F 2 F P 4 ‘ )
EAAL SEFFHFE 2?3535
ﬁéﬁﬂaﬁw’iéﬁﬂﬂﬂ%A“#

in Ongoing Review. Washington, D.C. April 20, 2015. - * st a2 HF p & : 105/12/12 -

2 m < : Twenty-six of 28 FBI agent/analysts provided either testimony with erroneous
statements or submitted laboratory reports with erroneous statements. The review
focuses on cases worked prior to 2000, when mitochondrial DNA testing on hair became
routine at the FBI. The DOJ, FBI, Innocence Project, and NACDL have been working
jointly on this review and share the same goal of ensuring the integrity of the
American justice system in all respects.

“ B < : The government identified nearly 3, 000 cases in which FBI examiners may have
submitted reports or testified in trials using microscopic hair analysis. As of
March 2015, the FBI had reviewed approximately 500 cases. ------ In the 268 cases where
examiners provided testimony used to inculpate a defendant at trial, erroneous
statements were made in 257 (96 percent) of the cases.

® B < : Defendants in at least 35 of these cases received the death penalty and errors
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AR (FBI)X e rdpyg 5044 254 o
2 ERTRART T TR T L FER
PR EATRAR S L e | T EN ARG AR
%0 @ (D0J) 2 md d h (FBI) &3
PaFTRERZE ERINTIFEEFE G

(NACDL) #-% F & T3 7T ki LRl
(1) &¢m=Aasd h (FBl) F% %2 FXRE -
HAEFHEZRAEEFHZDBEL > MERSA
BEERZeUGEL TEFER S E SR T
(2) #FEHP-FRH w2 FALFTRIMLE » 0k
TATFFHEPFLIRANHI > R F A e
BEAFHRFIFLE DI > T 47 5 H Ak

26

were identified in 33 (94 percent) of those cases.Nine of these defendants have
already been executed and five died of other causes while on death row.

J o~ ¢ “However, the Department and the FBI are committed to ensuring that affected
defendants are notified of past errors and that justice is done in every instance.
The Department and the FBI also are committed to ensuring the accuracy of future
hair analysis testimony, as well as the application of all disciplines of forensic
science. The Department and FBI have devoted considerable resources to this effort
and will continue to do so until all of the identified hair cases are addressed.”

"< :In light of these findings, the Department of Justice and FBI have committed

to working with the Innocence Project and NACDL to take the following steps:

1.Conduct an independent 1investigation of the FBI Laboratory protocols
practices, and procedures to determine how this occurred and why it was allowed
to continue for so long.

2.Continue aggressive measures and review the process to determine whether
additional steps could be taken to secure the transcripts and/or lab reports
and review the hundreds of remaining cases that may contain invalid scientific
statements.

3.Strongly encourage the states again to conduct their own independent reviews
where its examiners were trained by the FBI.
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